
















tw twice     twins     /t/+/w/ 
 two  2 /t/   
ve vest /v/+/e/ 
-ve dove       love      have /v/ 
wa watch        was  swap /w/+/o/ 
 wag /w/+/a/ 
wh wheel      when what why /w/ can be +‘breath’ 
 who is it?      whole one /h/ 
wor worm         work worth /w/+/er/ 
 worn /w/+/or/ 
x fox /k+s/ 
 exam /g+z/ 
 xylophone /z/ 
 excellent /k/ 
y yawn          yesterday /y/ 
 sunny             happy between/i/ and /ee/
 fly         by my why try /igh/ 
 cymbals      symbols 1 2 3 /i/ 
 

The complexities of the English Alphabetic Code include: 
1) one sound (phoneme) can be represented by one, two, three or four letters:   
    e.g. /k/ c,  /f/ ph,  /igh/ igh,  /ai/ eigh 
2) one sound can be represented by different spellings (graphemes):   
    e.g. /oa/ is represented by: o,  oa,  ow,  oe,  o-e,  eau,  ough 
3) one spelling (grapheme) can represent multiple sounds:   
    e.g. ‘ough’:  /oa/ though, /or/ thought, /oo/ through, /ou/ plough, /u/ thorough 
 

This Pronunciation Guide demonstrates that learning to read the English language is not straightforward. 
It is easier to teach and learn reading and spelling in English, however, when beginners are not 
expected to read and write independently with words that have complex and unusual code.The Synthetic 
Phonics Teaching Principles are based, therefore, on introducing the alphabetic code systematically and 
providing words, sentences, texts and reading books which match, more or less, the incremental 
introduction of the alphabetic code in the synthetic phonics programme. 
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